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SUBJECT: UK TELEVISION SCREEN TIME QUOTAS 

1 . DURING AN EXTENSIVE DISCUSSION ON JUNE 7 WITH SIR 
BRYAN YOUNG, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE INDEPENDENT BROAD- 
CASTING AUTHORITY, WE SUPPORTED U.S. INDUSTRY'S CASE 
AGAINST REDUCTIONS IN ITS PROGRAM TIME ON BRITISH INDEP- 
ENDENT TELEVISION. 

2. IN RESPONSE. YOUNG LARGELY VERIFIED THE FACTUAL 
SITUATION DESCRIBED BY VIACOM AND OUTLINED THE IBA'S 
VIEWS, WHICH INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING ELEMENTS. 

(A) THE HISTORICAL AND LEGAL CONTEXT IN WHICH BRITISH 
TELEVISION PROGRAMMING IS DECIDED IS QUITE DIFFERENT FROM 
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THAT OF THE UNITED STATES. THE IBA HAS BEEN GIVEN STA- 
TUTORY AUTHORITY UNDER THE INDEPENDENT BROADCASTING 
AUTHORITY ACTS OF 1973 AND 1974 TO RUN INDEPENDENT T.V. 
BROADCASTS AS A PUBLIC SERVICE. THE IBA HAS AUTHORITY 
OVER PROGRAMMING AND CONTENT, AND IS INDEPENDENT OF THE 
GOVERNMENT WITH THE EXCEPTION THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
APPOINTS IBA OFFICERS AND AUDITS ITS FINANCES. YOUNG 
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DENIED THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAD EVER ATTEMPTED TO 
PRESSURE IBA INTO REDUCING FOREIGN SCREEN TIME, AS 
VIACOM BELIEVES IS THE CASE. 

(B) YOUNG CONFIRMED THAT AN IBA WORKING PARTY IS NOW CON- 
SIDERING CHANGES IN PROGRAMMING. HE SAID THERE WAS A 
GENERAL FEELING THAT INEEPENDENT TELEVISION IN BRITAIN 
HAD PROGRESSED TO THE POINT WHERE IT NOW HAD THE SKILLS 
AND RESOURCES TO PRODUCE A GREATER VOLUME OF "HIGH 
QUALITY" DOMESTIC PRODUCTS. HE STRESSED THAT THE MOTI- 
VATION FOR CHANGE CAME FROM A DESIRE TO MAKE GREATER USE 
OF HIGH QUALITY BRITISH PRODUCTS AND WAS IN NO SENSE 
ANTI-AMERICAN. 

(C) HE WOULD NOT DIVULGE THE CONTENTS OF THE WORKING 
PARTY REPORT BUT SAID HE WOULD NOT BE SURPRISED IF IF 
THERE WAS "SOME INCREASE" IN BRITISH SCREEN TIME AT THE 
EXPENSE OF FOREIGN SUPPLIERS. HE GAVE THE IMPRESSION 
THAT CHANGES WTULD BE RELATIVELY MODEST IN SCOPE. HE 
DID AGREE TO KEEP THE EMBASSY INFORMED ANE GIVE THE 
MAXIMUM POSSIBLE ADVANCE NOTICE OF ANY CHANGES. 

3. INTERESTINGLY, YOUNG RAISED THE QUESTION OF WHETHER 
U.S. PRODUCERS OF PROGRAMS WERE "DUMPING" THEIR PRODUCTS 
IN THE UK. HE SAID MUCH OF THE ATTRACTIVENESS OF U.S. 
PROGRAMS FOR REGIONAL T.V. AUTHORITIES IN THE UK IS 
THEIR LOW COST. IN YOUNG'S VIEW, THESE PROGRAMS ARE 
BEING STLD IN BRITAIN BELTW THEIR U.S. SELLINL PRICE. 
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